Do you think IMSA itself has in any significant way affected your views about religion (of yours, a lack of it, others’, etc.)?





                                                 Yes                                                       No


If so, how?  


**********************Here is what some wrote from those who answered “yes”************************





“It’s tempered and annealed my beliefs.”





“I think I’ve been less devout since I’ve been here, which I don’t particularly like.”





“It made it harder to go to church.” 





“taken me away from everyday rituals and exposed me to some new ideas”





“Makes people think more for themselves, instead of their parents for them.”





“Well, basically my increased understanding in science has killed my belief in God.”





“I find that many people are lost without Christ. I find that there are hardly any other people with my values and belief system.”





“can’t practice as often; not as much exposure”





“It has given me exposure to science and other religions, and because of this I question my God more often.”





“Somewhat, I have become more open about my beliefs here because there are more people of the same beliefs to converse about it with.”





“Other people’s beliefs have strengthened mine.”





“made me aware of others’, and made it harder to practice without easy access to a church”





“my mind has been opened to the diversification within religion”





“It has made me look at Christians in a more negative manner.”





“I’ve never seen and met so many atheists and agnostics in my life.”





“Now, not only do I not believe in God, but I hate her.”





“I have less of a chance to go to services.”





“I don’t go to church anymore – not enough time – I lost interest in religion. I don’t pray either.”





“ICF has been a good organization in helping me recognize God with others every week ( ” This person actually drew a smiley face





“I live pretty far away, so I don’t get to go home on Sundays. There aren’t any churches here I want to go to because I would feel out of place. I worship in my room sometimes, but it’s not as regular.”





“I have become aware of the many different religions at this school.”


“I have learned more about other religions and have become more accepting.”





“It has helped me by making me more interested in learning more about my religion.”





“I pray a LOT more.” 





“It was the first time I had to think about my religion myself vs. always having religion class.”





“Expanded it a little”





“Friends that actually think about religion”





“possibly lack of transportation but also introduction to new ideas”





“People shoving their [expletive] in my face [makes me mad]”





“The reason I’m [mad] is other people all shoving their [expletive] at me”





“I can’t believe so many intelligent people believe in “organized” (salvationist) religion.”





“Through the discouragement of others to follow any religion, I have found a new faith in myself and my God.”





“Being around people here have changed my views on religion because of their influence.”





“Friends I have have influenced the way I think about religion.”





“My beliefs about the world constantly evolve. IMSA has changed me as much as any other place would: as long as I’m alive.”





“I have questioned my beliefs.”





“I realized how lost people were without religion, and made me realize how important mine is to me.”





“IMSA originally encouraged and supported my old Christianity; however, I’ve given up Christianity and have now founded my own personal philosophy and belief system, which is much stronger and deeply rooted in me.”





“IMSA has made me more free to consider spirituality and to live without implicit restrictions on beliefs. I have been able to relate religion to practical life and find out what does (or actually doesn’t) work for me.”





“It’s led me to question my beliefs, and have left me with a few doubts about certain aspects of my religion.”





“It has reinforced the fact that religion is pretty useless to me.”





“I used to be extremely religious but now have serious ?’s and don’t know if I believe in anything at all anymore.”





“I’m more open to the beliefs and validity of others’ religions.”





“I am more open to other people’s beliefs and I am interested in getting to know about other religions.”


“I’m less religious I guess… more spiritual.”





“It’s made my religious beliefs lean much more in an agnostic manner. (It’s opened my views more, so I don’t lean in one specific religion.)”





“I can’t take my religion for granted anymore. I have more doubts now, so I think about my religion more now.”





“I have gone a couple of times to the nearby temple with IMSA Hindi people.”





“I am very much more aware of why others think what they do. In understanding why they believe what they do, it has caused doubts about my own beliefs. IMSA does not give very much encouragement of keeping your religious beliefs. So I have reaffirmed my faith though my own means, which I find more firm now.”





“It has exposed me to the other religions and ideologies.”





“ICF – I went there the other day for the first time. It was a good experience.”





“I’ve lost faith in God.”





“I don’t go to church as often, and I doubt the existence of God.”





“It’s made me think about it and question my own beliefs.”





“It became stronger.”





“made them stronger”





“Experienced some attacks on my belief system, much harder to go to Church services.”





“It has opened my eyes to the diverse population of people in our world.”











